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USSR SENDS BACTERIOLOGISTS TO NORTH KOREY

The USSR has been extremely generous in rendering assiztance to the de-
velopment of public nealth neasures in the People’s Republic. Some of the
most significant coatributions made by the USSR since the liberation of Korea
are as follows:

' 1. Tie USSR help=d us to estabiish a democravic health service systen,

; under which both rick and poor get the same kind of medicel treatment. The

i USSR has been exfremely generous in bringing into North Korea the most modern
medical eguipment, techniques, outstsnding doctors, medical specialists, and
technicians rom her country.

2. The improvement bas been noiiceable particularly in the f ield of
epidemic prevention and control. In i946, when a cholera epidemic invaded
+he People’s Republic from South Korea, Soviet doctors, public health of-
ficers, and the Su.iet Red Cross effectively checked it. Soon following this
came waves cf epidemics of +yphus, smallpox, and various uative cbhronic infec-
%ious diseeases Each time, the menace vas effectively lestroyed by the un-
daunted efforts of the Soviet doctors, healtn officers, and Red Cross workers.

3. In August 1946, the Nortu Korea Epidemic Research Institute was es-
tablished, and the Soviet government sent us bacteriological research equip-
ment as well as the bacteriologiste, Dr Chemiiru E.hie and succeeding names
are Korean approximations of Ruscian name§7 Mre Kurutu, .nd others. These
bacteriologists vorked closely with native doctors to obtain accurate snlu-
tions +o the various scientific problems in the experimentation on and pro-
duction of serums and vaccines.

Soviet doctors and specisliats, who numbered several scores, unselfichly
combated the 1947 winter plague and the various types of dlseases which the
Japaneze left behind. During tne plague, 540,000 houses were visited,
6,700,000 perscns were 1inoculated, and nearly 1 ,000 public health programs

sponsored.
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In early 1948, Chirukairro ané one other doctor of bacterlology; in August
1948, Dr Archunin, & famous professor of medicine: and in 1947, Dr Chiach'enko, &
professor of rcentgenotherapy at the Moscow Medical Institute came to North Koreae
to introduce new medical knowledge to the medical colleges of the People's Repub-
lic. At the same time the Soviet government cordially 1nvited our native doctors

. %o that country to learn the most advanced Soviet medical science. In 1945, two

North Koresu doctors were invited to visit the USSR. Following this, several
scores of North Korean doctors went to Moscow to do important research during
1946 and 1947, and most recently, several scores of our medical students were in-
vited to study advanced medical science in the USSR,

In thé& summer 194, when the contagious encephalitis which originated in
South Korea hit North Korea, the Soviet government again sent us eight renowned
specialists in the fields of bacteriology and epidemic prevention, along with
quantities of bacteriological research equipment and drugs. Upon arrival, the
doctorz immediately began experiments on encephalitis at the Epidemic Research
Institute, and before long, they obtained notable results in their research.

L. Since 1946, the Soviet government has opened 17 Sovie’: Red Cross Hospi-
tals throughout North Korea. (The totel number of beds installed at these hos-
pitals represented 23 percent of the aggregate of all hospital beds availablé in
North Korea.) These hospitels treated or hospltalized & total of 700,000 Korean
patients at an unbelicvably low fee {18 percent of cost). The unusual generosity
of the Soviet governmsnt was again demonstratsd receutly when it turned over 15
of the hospitals, equipment and all, to us as & special gift to the people of

North Korea.
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